EPIPHANY IV

January 31, 2021

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
the very outset of his public ministry.
Capernaum during a single 24-hour period. It is Jesus alone who acts here. Later, the disciples will figure
prominently, but here it is Jesus alone who is featured. This one day in Capernaum combines within it
--With reference
narratives about exorcism are found.
settlement, sufficiently important to have a detachment of Roman troops, was a customs post, and had
a resident official of the government stationed there. It may have had a population in the neighborhood
Jesus here is first acknowledged by the Jews in the synagogue he attends ---which would ha
--- and in which he expounds on scripture. The usual teachers,
were amazed at the
. During this episode, Jesus is
recognized by a demoniac and challenged which results in the first exorcism we have a record of. And
; it also conveys the sense of
So, here Jesus demonstrates his authority
in a public setting in such a way as to cause consternation, amazement and the beginning of
acknowledgment of his self-described nature as a man of God
but recall that Mark is exceedingly economical with the words he chooses. When read to a small
audience of seekers, this single incident would have transforming power.
cher as an exorcist. We see this because the event is occurring in a
synagogue where he expounds but also takes direct action to demonstrate his authority. The unclean
spirit appears in the midst of a holy place, a ritually pure place. The unclean spirit is in that sacred space
on the Sabbath. Its very existence there is an affront to God in the view of the Jews. Only power can
drive it out. This spirit recognizes Jesus, knows precisely who he is and what power he wields, and the
threat is visible and real. Without any explanation, Jesus simply proceeds to drive the demons from the
man who is possessed. He does this of his own volition, without even a request from those in attendance
person of Jesus.
far-reaching
power to destroy the powers of this world which seek to oppose it. Jesus is no ordinary rabbi. What he
1

sa
, we will see other examples of the miracles we associate with
Jesus, but those miracles go well beyond physica
reading is such a fitting lesson for the season of Epiphany, because here we begin to grasp the great
distinction between other prophets of Israel and this young Jew who possesses unprecedented presence
and power.
-units of the reading into a single passage (that
is, his teaching in the synagogue and his encounter with the demoniac). And even the word for

growing intensity and amazement. If the people attending synagogue that day were stunned, imagine
for the first time.
or their

and arresting.
The scribes were known for their traditional understanding of scripture, and Jesus regarded this view as
--In the first century, illness went beyond a mere biomedica

exor
those he sought to return to
right relationship with the community in which they lived. Because these acts appeared to challenge the
laws of nature, they were powerful. Part of that power is attributable to the fact that his healing and
concrete social relationships.
hardly have been betrayed, tried and executed for merely healing the sick. Defying the whole social order
would, however, have had to bring stark consequences.
s us a lot about the

2

acceptance by Jesu
also be perceived as
to spread, what it does not say is what is now obvious to us: that what he was doing and saying both
aid and did
or a
member of any elite group, nor did he wield power as did the Roman conquerors and their regional
overlords. The o

Thus, this is the ultimate
Epiphany story. Here, Mark
confirmation comes in the exorcism which completes the story. God is breaking through. He is
overcoming the political, social, religious, ethnic, racial, sexual, and gendered barriers that tether us to
the past.
both how Jesus became so popular so
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the
congregation. Great are the deeds of the Lord! they are studied by all who delight in them. His
to his people; he commanded his covenant forever; holy and awesome is his Name.
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.
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