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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
The metaphor or the vine continues to animate the continuation of the Final Discourse or the Farewell
Address
disciples are expected to abide in the
at memory
will continue to inspire them. Taking up the language of the earlier shepherd discourse, Jesus now
-keeping but also an act of
Why the focus on this new concept of friendship which we have not heretofore found vital to the
teaching of Jesus? Well, it has to do with the fact that the disciples are no longer slaves but friends; that
is to say, they no longer have a master-slave relationship with him. This has not occurred on the basis of
that he has heard from the Father. In John, love and mutual knowledge, like love and commandmentkeeping, go hand
included them in his closest counsel, and cared for them in a special way --friendship is reciprocal. The disciples will demonstrate that they too
thus) subject
own life --spel, we rarely use the idea of friendship to describe what John
the life of salvation is made possible through the life, death and
and one
In Greek, the word for friend comes from the common verb for love, phileo, so in the New
also provides the wellspring that makes our acts of
The command to love is given by one who has himself done everything that love can do. He issues the
can do. He has come
1

life for some purpose other than what Jesus had in mind. For example, in England during the First
n and again, in sermons and lectures, set to music and sung by great
choirs, with one single meaning; therefore, you, young man --- they were mostly young men (listening)
--country
perversion of the meaning of the passage and an excellent example of how we so frequently misuse
scripture because we do not understand the context of the lessons we hear on Sunday morning. The
New Testament was written nearly 2,000 years ago. It does not yield anything meaningful through a
casual acquaintance. It needs to be studied and pondered in a serious way.
(passages like those in John 15). For example, what are we
these things so that my joy
friend?
Joy may very well be a feeling of
that is life-threatening or life-robbing because ultimately joy is the emotion evoked by well-being,
success, or good fortune by the prospect of possessing what one desires. And those qualities --- work,
effort and intention --- are what we need in order to make sense of some of the truly challenging passages
of scripture we confront on a Sunday morning.
And I think as Christians we have an obligation to consider whole new ways of looking at a book as
complex as the Gospel According to John. One analysis I have found helpful in this connection is The
Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic by John Shelby Spong, former Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese
of Newark. Spong is a very controversial figure. His books tend to take the reader to the outer edges of
orthodoxy which is why he has been heavily critiqued, particularly by ordained clergy in the highest
positions in our church, people who believe they are called to the role of protectors of orthodox belief.
But Spong
so very different from the Synoptic accounts. In his book on The Fourth Gospel,
assessment of his interest in John is helpful: Because
in Christian history as heresy hunts and the Inquisition, throughout most of (his) professional career
(he) was not drawn to the Fourth Gospel; indeed, (he)
sustained study, he ultimately
so that it no
longer became a visitor from another realm but a book about life --- expanded life, abundant life, and
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challenging the atonement framework in which the Jesus story had begun to be couched in his
-90 in the Common Era), the
the pain and overcame
to be thought of by Christians as the place where the price of human sinfulness was paid, the moral score

was no fall into sin and thus no time when the human and the divine separated: one literally permeated
life.
ot have to punish the
deserving sinners, nor substitute the sacrificial animal for the sinner. Those were concepts that this
So, I think that view is worth hearing and contemplating. We should not be so sure that we have all of
the answers when every generation naturally brings a new perspective to the study of ancient scriptures.
of Jesus was not punishment; it was not paying the price which
evil requires. It was rather the moment when the glory of God was ultimately revealed in the ability of
the ultimate

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
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